Chidambaram Nataraja

The painting on the north side of the west wall depicts the visit of
King Rajaraja to the Chidambaram temple. In this panel is painted two
structures with roofs covered in gold plates; the bigger of the two being
the Perambalam and the smaller; Chirrambalam. Part of the double-
storied enclosure wall that surrounds these two structures is visible
at the lower and upper part of the panel. Two entranceways are also
seen, marking two of the four cardinal directions.

In the Perambalam, a large Nataraja is portrayed, endowed with four
arms, holding a damaru in the right hand and fire in the left. The right
leg is planted on a dwarf while the left, is lifted up and thrown across
the body. This figure of Nataraja dominates the scene.

Ononesideofthe Natarajafigureisafigureingreen, portraying Goddess
Kali, dancing in Catura tandava. To the other side is painted, the figure
of Sivakami. Except for the headgear, most parts of this image is now
lost, but enough remains to identify the figure.

In front of the Chirrambalam stands Rajaraja and his three queens; their
hands, folded in anjali. Below this, figures of two men and a number
of women are shown. The two structures are cordoned off by guards;
keeping the public at a distance from the King and his retinue.

~ Inthe adjoining panel are figures of two men standing; one with a beard
and the other without. Scholars have identified them as Rajaraja and
his guru Karuvur Devar; however, today, this has been disregarded.
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